iv) 'A Historiographical and Bibliographical Reconstruction of the Singh Sabha in the Nineteenth Century', "Journal of Sikh Studies" (Vol. 10, 1983, pp. 108-30 Toronto (1988, pp. 136-158) .
So the present book entitled, "The Construction of Religious Boundaries: Culture, Identity and Diversity in the Sikh Tradition," is a careful mixing of his thesis and articles (paragraphs lifted from articles to the book). It also clearly shows that Dr Oberoi has become prisoner of Mc Leodian Eurocentric research paradigm.
As Dr Oberoi is very fond of quoting Sapir-Whorff to show how language constructs the thought and reality of persons, a Sikh psychologist would like to construct Dr Oberoi's reality by using the written statements taken from his book (CRB) and the articles. 14. Dr Oberoi thinks that "Adi Granth was collated" (CRB.pp.54-55), whereas Pashaura Singh thinks that Guru Arjun Dev ji used a process to change Guru Nanak's bani before formally inc luding it in the Adi Granth, and that Guru Arjun Dev ji was also influenced by social and political considerations to produce the Adi Granth. Like Trumpp, Dr Oberoi thinks that Adi Granth is the most voluminous and structured early seventeenth century devotional anthology. Is Guru Granth an Anthology? According to Webster Dictionary, 1988, p. 38 an anthology is a collection of poetry or prose chosen to represent the work of a particular writer, a literary school or a national literature.
Dr Oberoi compares Adi Granth with Surdas Ka Pada, Fatehpur
Manuscript of 1582 A.D. As Surdas Ka Pada had the same features as Adi Granth, Dr Oberoi feels that "Adi Granth was neither the first nor the last of such collections." So the unique ness of Adi Granth as a sacred dhur ki bani is called in question by Dr Oberoi (CRB.p.54).
16. "Stories of Guru Nanak's travels are created out of Janam sakhis, which are mythical texts" (CRS, p. 55). "These stories take Guru Nanak to Mecca or Hardwar and make him behave as if he has no fixed identity." (CRB.p.56). (Here Dr Oberoi is dancing to the tunes of Dr McLeod's research on Janam sakhis).
17. "Just as there is no fixed Guru Nanak in the Janam sakhis, there is no fixed Sikh identity in the early Guru period" (CRB.p.56). "Sikh wo rld view of earlier Guru period allowed Sikhs to cut and sell their long hair to feed Guru Nanak." (CRB.p.56). It is important to note that the Eurocentric Social Sikh historians will readily pick up such episodes from janam sakhis, (which they call mythical texts) as suit their purpose. Dr Oberoi forgets that the quest for early Sikh identity was enshrined in challenging the status quo. The displacement of Brahmin, the non-use of Sanskrit, the challenge to sati and purdha custom, the institution of langar to get rid of the caste system, and the writing of gurbani in Panjabi, so that the common man could benefit from it, were the pillars of Sikh identity in the early Guru period.
18. "Guru Arjun was executed, not martyred." (Oberoi, Pashaura Singh, McLeod and J.S. Hawley do not use the word martyrdom for Guru Arjun. It appears it comes out of their collective group thinking!). 19. The Jat influx into Sikhs produced the real Sikhs. So the Sikhs became Khalsas with their own dharma. It is sad that a "Sikh Scholar" sitting on an University of British Columbia Sikh Chair is so anti -Sikh, that he does not seem to respect the Sikh Scripture, the Sikh Gurus, and the Sikh traditions because of his Eurocentric-Racist Scholarship.
He has no idea of the pain and hurt he is causing to those who collected money, so that a Sikh Chair could be started to enhance the image of the community.
He is a misplaced Marxist anthropologist who should be removed from the "Chair" and sent to teach Social Sciences in other departments of the University of British Columbia.
If he stays longer in the Sikh Chair, he may do further damage. If the University of British Columbia does not respect the sentiments of Canadian Sikhs, legal and political measures should be taken.
What Freud was to females, Jensen and Rushton to Blacks, Oberoi is to Sikhs.
In the Name of God did he fashion Anandpur and the New Order. The Khalsa is verily the Face of the Lord! Puran Singh
